


il n ng library consor ia
the EIFL approach

Serbian students and researcher s now
benefit from .lCCf;'SS to a comprehensive
ran ge of e-resources. and usage has
grown quickly. The visibility of
Serbian science, both nationally and
internationally. has also increased
follow ing a KoBSON init iative that
resulted in 20 Serbian journals being
indexed by the Web of Science.

Th rough advocacy _
at national level,

. ffecti I . ' : ••negotiating e tecnve y
with publishers, and
by building coope ratio n in the
lib rary co m mu ni ty, the Serbian
Library Consortium for Coordi nated
Acquisition (KoBSON) has been very
successfu l in expand ing access to

knowled ge over the last ten years.

Our key m ission is to expand access to
knowledg e in developing and transition
count ries in a cost-effective and
sustainable way.

To achieve th is. we suppo rt the
establish ment and devel opment of strong
na tional library consortia.

Why?

Library consortia are gro ups of libraries
that share co m mon goal s. and that can
speak with one voice to polic ymakers and
funders. They can also share resources
and activ iti es across their member
librarie s. thereby reaching millions of
use rs efficiem ly.

Ove r the last 12 years. lib rary consortia
in ove r 4's" cou nt ries in Africa . Asia and
Eu rope (re presenti ng more than 2 .300

libraries) have joined the EIFL network
- most recentl y consortia from the
Maldives and Uganda.

Many of our consortia partners received
start-up grams from ElF!., and all
have benefited from our consort iu m
management trai ni ng. consultancy
and sup po rt services. We also facilitate
com municat ion across our network to
ensure that knowledge and experience are
shared ,

Thr ee EIFL partner consortia celebrated
ten years of achievement in 201 I.

When libraries in Lithuania - ~

first became involved w ith III
EIFL in 1999. subscr ipt ions ro ~~~ I

for eign print journals were
rare .

Now, as a result of the effon s of
the Lithuanian Research Library
Consort ium (L~BA), students and
researchers have access to the wo rld 's
top scholarly resources. LMBA is also
a powerful advocate, and worked for
the adoption of a law requi ring on line
access to publicly fund ed research .
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Ove r the last decade.
Resurse Electronice
pemru Moldova (REM)
has deve loped int o a strong and
effect ive library consort ium.

It provides members wi th core
services such as access to int ernational
e-resources and training. REM's active
sem inar programme has built local
expertise in library tec hnology, open
access and copyright. and the Moldovan
library communi ty now cont ributes to
debates and discussions at internation al
level .

In addit ion, thanks to advocacy by REM
members, a new cop yright law in 20 1I

contains favourable provisions that will
support libraries in the ir work over the
com ing years.
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