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What are they?
The worlds largest collection of 
postgraduate research
Doctoral dissertations and masters’s 
theses available online, print or microform



Dissertation Abstracts
From first US dissertation accepted in 
1861 to those accepted this term
2002 database contains over 1.6 million 
entries
1980 onwards: 350-word abstract 
written by authors of Doctoral 
dissertations
1988 onwards: 150-word abstracts 
written by author of master’s theses
Adding over 59,000 titles each year.



ProQuest Digital Dissertations

Web access to the Dissertation Abstracts
database
Downloads of all dissertations available in 
digital form (330,000 post 1997)
Free 24 page preview downloads available in 
PDF for dissertations published from 1997
onwards
Consistent indexing and quality standards
Easy ordering interface
Permanent digital and microform archiving
Affordable copy distribution in all formats.



How Do You Access Full Text

PQDD

Subscription 
Access:
subscription 
price includes 
individual full 
text downloads

Transactional 
Access: students 
order and pay 
for dissertations 
online by credit 
card

Transactional 
Access: PQ 
Customer Services 
hold a “pot of 
money” for Uni
and Librarians call 
and place order 



Contents
Humanities and Social Sciences Titles
Communication and the Arts 94,320
Education 435,674
Language, Literature & Linguistics   120,894
Philosophy, Religion and Theology    83,813
Social Sciences 497,692

(figures correct March 2003)



Contents (continued)
The Sciences and Engineering Titles

Biological Sciences 373,351
Earth & Environmental Sciences           70,268
Health Sciences 165,221
Physical Sciences 674,852
Psychology 223,739

(figures correct March 03)



Summary
1.6 million bibliographical records in the 
Dissertations Abstracts database
1.2 million titles with both bibliographic 
record and abstract
1 million titles available in full text – print, 
microform or PDF



Usage Statistics

Available monthly by request from 
customer services in Cambridge



Questions 


