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Retraction Watch

Expression of concern opens floodgates of controversy over lead in
water supply

without comments

An expression of concern has been published on a paper that taps into a
decades-long fight over how to remove lead from the water supply.

The paper in question, published in the Journal American Water Works
Association, supports the safety of a common but frequently criticized
way of incrementally removing lead pipes. The expression of concern
came after years of back-and-forth letters to the editor between other
scientists and the authors.

Lead water pipes have been causing lead poisoning for generations; some
people have even theorized that the ancient Romans’ use of the metal
facilitated the empire's downfall. The dangers of childhood exposure to
lead — delayed development, irreversible damage to the brain and
nervous system and behavioral problems — have been documented in the
U.S. since the 1940s, but the Environmental Protection Agency didn’t start
regulating lead levels in drinking water until 1991, when the “lead and
copper rule” went into effect. That set the standard for utility companies’
lead testing: if 10 percent or more of samples from homes had lead levels
above 15 parts per billion, the companies were required to replace 7% of their lead pipes a year until they met
the requirements.

Many public water systems have lead pipes leading from the main line into homes. Because homeowners are
generally considerad responsible for the part of the pipe on their property, utility companies often replace
lead pipes with copper up to the property line.

This “partial lead service line replacement” is, according to many scientists, a cause for concern. Placing lead
and copper next to each other has the potential to create galvanic corrosion, where lead corrodes more
quickly in the presence of copper and water. That corrosion, which is the subject of the paper with the
expression of concern, might increase lead levels in the water as it flows into the house.

Tracking retractions as a

Retraction Watch

Water under the bridge? Hydrology journals won’'t retract plagiarized
papers despite university request

with 19 comments

In April 2014, we wrote about the case of a former hydrologist at the University of
Kansas (KU}, Marios Sophocleous, who had plagiarized in at least seven studies, two
of which were retracted by the journal Ground Water.

Hydrogeology
Journal

At the time, we mentioned two other articles, in the Hydrogeology Journal, that
appeared destined for retraction — not least because KU requested that the journal
yank them. But in a rather surprising move, the journal is declining to do so, and
another publication, the Journal of Hydrology, is taking the same approach.

Here's the notice from Hydrogeology fournal editor Clifford Voss:

In late February 2013, the Kansas Geological Survey (KGS), a research and
service division of the University of Kansas (KU), found that a number of
papers written by a then staff member, Dr. Marios Sophocleous (retired from KGS in June 2013),
appeared to have been plagiarized from earlier work. KU explained to Hydrogeology Journal that,
following multi-stage investigations, which included opportunities for Dr. Sophocleous to explain his
actions, KU concluded that Dr. Sophocleous had committed scholarly misconduct. KU then publicly
censured him (University of Kansas 2013).

Two of the seven articles cited in the censure statement appeared in Hydrogeology Journal (H)) and
KU has requested of publisher Springer and the H] executive editor (EE) that both be retracted. KU
provided a detailed analysis of each paper, indicating which passages were plagiarized and the
source of the plagiarized material; these analyses are available from KGS upon request.

The two articles are:

® Sophocleous M (2002) Interactions between groundwater and surface water: the state of the
science, Hydrogeology Journal, vol. 10, no. 1, pp. 52-67.http://link.springer.com /article/10.
1007/510040-001-0170-8
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14th IEEE International
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2014 10th International
Conference on Natural
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2014 IEEE 16th International
Conference on e-Health
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2014 IEEE 40th Photovoltaic
Specialist Conference (PVSC) (5)

2015 IEEE International Electron
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2016 16th IEEE/ACM International
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Grid Computing (CCGrid) (1)
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Jarticles/2014/11/abuse_of_science_in_texas.html Abstract

Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) are a ubiguitous contaminant in urban environments.
Although numerous sources of PAHs fo urban runoff have been identified, their relative
importance remains uncertain. We show that a previously unidentified source of urban PAHs,
parking lot sealcoat, may dominate loading of PAHs to urban water bodies in the United States.

A Comment on this article by DeMott & Gauthier (2006) was published in Environmental Science &
Technology (ES&T), available at this link: http://pubs.acs.org/doifabs/10.1021
/es060326t?journalCode=esthag. The Comment made two essential points:
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